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all enthusiasm, responded with a long quotation
from Homer and could not hide his disappoint-
ment, when the bird failed to reply. Similarly,
Gladstone explaining the beauties of his rather
chipped collection of old china, or passionately
enquiring the price of everything in a shop, his
invariable custom when abroad, appeared to the
common man slightly ridiculous.
We will admit that this shows a considerable
absence of proportion and of the form of self-
consciousness called humour. But it was his
strength as well as his weakness. It was his in-
tense vitality that enabled this most solitary man
to force himself upon the community and com-
pel it to accept him as its leader. " He is not a
brain/' somebody once said, " but a body."
By his vitality he enhanced the value of the
subjects which he was treating. While he was
alive no one was allowed to think that the good
government of the city was a matter of secondary
importance. Gladstone lived through the golden
age of the Parliamentary system, and was the
master technician, whom the requirements of
that system had called into being.
It is on this point that Mr. Balfour seized, in
his speech on Gladstone's death :
" One service he did in my opinion quite incalculable,
which is altogether apart from the judgment that we may
be supposed to pass on particular opinions or particular
lines of policy which Mr. Gladstone may, from time to tune,
ha^e advocated. Sir, he added a dignity, a weight to the
deliberations of this house by his genius, which I think it is